
 
 

DEDICATION AND BLESSING OF OUR NEW  
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL AND TABERNACLE 

OCTOBER 8-9 (at all Masses)  
 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14) 
 

PART I: Historical Perspective 
 
In preparation for this special occasion, we will explore the history, meaning and significance 
of our new tabernacle and the Blessed Sacrament Chapel for our parish.  This week we will 
look at the history of the tabernacle. 
 

“The incarnation is not merely a historical event.  It is a present realty. The evangelist, John, 
writes that the Word ‘became flesh and dwelt among us’” (Cardinal Donald Wuerl).  The 
English word dwelt is not the best translation of the Greek original, eskenosen, which means 
“pitched his tent among us” or “tabernacled among us”.  During Old 
Testament times, the Chosen People recognized God’s presence in 
their midst in the portable sanctuary (or tabernacle) of the Ark of the 
Covenant which carried the Ten Commandments.  In fact, they 
constructed a cloth canopy above the Ark, similar to a tent.  Once the 
people settled in the Promised Land, they built a Temple where the 
Ark was reserved in the Holy of Holies.   
 

As Christians, we recognized Jesus Christ as God’s presence in our midst and which we 
celebrate in the Mass.   Our faith in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist and the 
respect shown to this sacrament led to the particular care in providing a sacred place in which 
the remaining hosts were kept after the conclusion of the Mass.  And thus, for the Catholic 
Church, we understand the tabernacle as the place of Jesus’ abiding presence, where the 
consecrated hosts are reserved for the communion of the sick, for those unable to attend the 
Sunday celebration, and as Viaticum for the dying.  As early as 155 AD there are references 
to the practice of taking communion to the homebound.  The Church Fathers gave careful 
instructions for reservation of the Blessed Sacrament which shows reverence and manifests 
their deep faith in the Eucharist.  “The consecrated bread must be reserved because it is 
Christ; and Christ must be adored because he is God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 
#1418).   
 

Next Week- Part II: Creating the Sacred Space for the Tabernacle 



 
 

DEDICATION AND BLESSING OF OUR NEW  
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL AND TABERNACLE 

OCTOBER 8-9 (at all Masses)  
 

PART II: Creating the Sacred Space for the Tabernacle 
 
“The Most Holy Eucharist is to be reserved habitually in only one tabernacle of a church...The 
tabernacle in which the Most Holy Eucharist is reserved is to be situated in some part of the 
church which is distinguished, conspicuous, beautifully decorated, and suitable for 
prayer.”   
 
In addition, following Vatican II, the Church recommends “that the tabernacle be placed in a 
chapel distinct from the middle or central part of the church” on “its own pedestal or in its own 
separate chapel.” This allows the faithful to focus on the celebration of the Eucharistic action 
during Mass while also providing the tabernacle with a place that fosters prayer and 
meditation outside of Mass.  
 
These principles guided Fr. Kevin and the Tabernacle Steering Committee as they planned 
for our parish’s new space for the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and the tabernacle.  The 
Committee prayerfully considered several possible sites before choosing the current location.  
It made it possible for us to create a reverent, beautiful, and prominent space suitable for both 
personal and small group prayer. 
 
And while it was important to create a distinct space for the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, it 
was also very important that it also felt like a important component of our worship space.  The 
use of the “coils” and added lighting made that possible.  We were also able to incorporate 
our parish’s original tabernacle and processional cross into the design.  What a blessing to 
preserve these historical treasures for decades to come!   
 
 

Next Week- Part III: Reverence and Use of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
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PART III: Reverence and Use of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
 

“The reservation of the Eucharist was originally intended for the communion of the sick, for 
those unable to attend the Sunday celebration, as Viaticum for the dying.” (US Bishops) 

 
As early as 155 AD we find references to the practice of taking communion to the 
homebound.  Through those years of persecution, when Christians met mostly in family 
homes, the Church gave careful instructions for reservation of the Blessed Sacrament.  Their 
concern shows their reverence, and their reverence manifests their deep faith in the 
Eucharist.   When the Edict of Milan ended persecution and the early Church was allowed to 
practice its religion publicly, the Blessed Sacrament was no longer safeguarded in private 
Christian homes, but was instead reserved in tabernacles in churches.  In addition, in keeping 
with tradition, “near the tabernacle a special lamp, fueled by oil or wax, should shine 
prominently to indicate the presence of Christ and honor it.” (GIRM 316) In most American 
churches including ours, this light, often called the sanctuary lamp, is a candle, prominently 
placed and large enough to be seen.   
 

The Church teaches that the consecrated bread must be reserved because it is Christ; 
and Christ must be adored because he is God.  Thus, the place of where the Blessed 
Sacrament is kept is by nature a place of worship.  Thus, in the Western Church, the 
tabernacle is also a focal point for reflection, meditation and prayer.  Therefore it is important 
to show reverence not only to the altar by bowing* upon entering and leaving the church, but 
also by genuflecting when passing the tabernacle.  The long-standing practice of genuflecting 
before the Blessed Sacrament is a beautiful sign of our adoration.  It symbolizes our heart 
bowing before the Lord who is substantially and really present in the Eucharist.  
 
* We bow before the altar to show reverence for Jesus because the altar represents Jesus. The altar is also 
the table of Jesus Christ. In the same way we bow before receiving the Eucharist to show reverence and 
gratitude for the wonderful gift we are about to receive, the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

 
Next Week- Part IV: Prayer and Adoration 
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